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Scarred for Life
Wanna See tfy Scar? Few peo

ple (aside from President Lyndon
B. Johnson) consider scars worthy
of public exhibit oradmiration. The
National Museum of Health and
Medicine is out to change that. A
new exhibit, lscarrd for Life," in-
cludes more than 30 irnages of scars
-paintdinshadesof red blue, or-
ange and geen - left by such mr-
ied experiences as heart surgery
liver replacement, eye soclret repair,
a rnastectomy and a bullet wound-

Artistic Inf,uence Ins Angeles.
based artist Ted Meyer said his non-
gory almost abstract paintings
were inspired by his ov,rn scars from
Gaucher disease, a rare, inherited
enzyme deficiency disorder, and his
encounter witl a wofiurn scarred
from a hll from a tree. He said
there's an "emotional nalue' to
viewing anothefs scars. AII but one
of the people whose scars are dirv
playd asked to be part of tlte proi
ect, he said-

'They show me their scars and
tell me their stories,'he said. -The

idea is . . . that somethirgthat they
didn't really want in the first place
and are sfuck with can be of some

value for someone else.'
Adrianne Noe, director of the

museurq saidshe hopes the exhibit
will help bridge the gap between
the medicaland artistic museum ex-
perience. IVIany people are comfort-
able with a visit to an art muleum
because they know what to expect,
she sai{ but "sometimes people
aren't certain what thefll find
when they come to a medical muse
urL"

Ihahfsr Doc About a third of the
patients whose scarc are depicted
chose to $ve copies of the parntings
to the doctors who performed the
procedures that left them scarred,'Melrer 

said. They strare the images
'because thq/re very thanldrl to
their doctor. These are allvery crit-
ical points in their life,'Meyer said.
Sharingthe im4ges, he sai4 allows
the patient to say to the doctor,

'' Tlerdssortofamementothatyou
pulled me tluorgtr."

Find lt National Muszum of
Health and Medicine, Whlter Reed
Army Medical Crnter, 6900 C'eor-
gia Ave. at Elder Sheet l{N;unru.
nmlm.wrchh4tonfu .mils eurn.
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fROM'SCARRII) FOR LIfF'

Surgeryfor an nrtic
aneurysm prodoced the scar
depf,ctcd at hft The catalog
for artist led teyer's efiibit
includes figurts shoutitU the
siteof each operation.


